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Skills Tests
• Numeracy
• Literacy



Skills Tests
• You must have passed both numeracy and literacy tests before the start of
   the  course. 

• The first 3 attempts at taking your skills tests in each subject are provided
    free of charge.

• You can book unlimited resits if required, but you will be expected to pay for
    these yourself from the fourth attempt. Current rates are £19.25 per test.

Revise carefully and complete lots
of practise tests online.

Please don’t underestimate the tests!



What to bring to tests
When you take the tests you will need to provide proof that you have applied for a teacher
training course. The evidence that will be accepted is as follows: 

• Your offer letter from EOETTC 
• confirmation of, or an invitation to, an interview with EOETTC

Candidates must provide 2 forms of identification and evidence of their initial teacher training 
application. Test centre staff will not allow a candidate to take their test if they have not seen these.

Test outcome validity
Skills test passes for applicants to ITT courses remain valid for 3 years.
You must start a teacher training course within this period. If you are 
applying for a course which starts beyond the period of validity, you will 
need to re-take the skills tests.

How to book the tests
To book a test please follow this link:  https://www.skillstestbooking.com

IMPORTANT: You must enter your legal name and date of birth exactly
as it appears on the identification you will present at the test centre.

If there is not an exact match, you will not be able to take your test and you 
will not be reimbursed for any fees paid. Entering false data will be checked 
and you will not be able to take a test.

Be especially careful if you have recently changed 
your name; documentation must match!



Nearest test centres
Lincoln Central

Albion House, 5-13 Canal Street, Nottingham, NG1 7EG
Approx distance from Lincoln (Central): 39 miles

Learn Direct Nottingham

Essex House, Manor Street, Hull, HU1 1YU
Approx distance from Lincoln (Central): 48 miles

Business Advice Direct Hull

1 Colton Square, Leicester, LE1 1QH
Approx distance from Lincoln (Central): 54 miles

Learn Direct Leicester

Market Chambers, 2nd Floor, Cathedral Square, Peterborough, PE1 1XW
Approx distance from Lincoln (Central): 71 miles

Learn Direct Peterborough

Grimsby Central

Essex House, Manor Street, Hull, HU1 1YU
Approx distance from Grimsby (Central): 33 miles

Business Advice Direct Hull

Grantham Central

Albion House, 5-13 Canal Street, Nottingham, NG1 7EG
Approx distance from Grantham (Central): 24 miles

Learn Direct Nottingham

1 Colton Square, Leicester, LE1 1QH
Approx distance from Grantham (Central): 33 miles

Learn Direct Leicester

Market Chambers, 2nd Floor, Cathedral Square, Peterborough, PE1 1XW
Approx distance from Grantham (Central): 37 miles

Learn Direct Peterborough



Numeracy

The numeracy skills test is divided into 2 areas:
• mental arithmetic section
• written section (written arithmetic and written data)

You will not be tested on your knowledge of the mathematics National Curriculum or on how to teach it.

• The standard test will last approximately 48 minutes, unless specific arrangements have been granted.
• Each test contains 28 questions made up of 12 mental arithmetic questions and 16 written questions
   (written arithmetic and written data), plus a practice question that is not scored. All questions carry 1 mark
   regardless of the number of required responses. 

All the numeracy skills tests have been calibrated statistically against a benchmark test. As with any multiple 
set of tests, the tests are not identical to each other. This is because each test has different questions, but they 
are all of an equivalent standard. A test with slightly harder questions will have a slightly lower pass mark 
and a test with slightly easier questions will have a slightly higher pass mark.

Test content



Mental arithmetic
questions
The mental arithmetic section is an audio test which you will listen to via headphones provided for you. It 
tests your ability to carry out mental calculations using: 

• addition, subtraction, multiplication and division
• time
• fractions, decimals and percentages
• proportions involving fractions, decimals and percentages
• measurement, including money, distance, area and volume
• conversions
• Each question is individually timed. You are not allowed to use a calculator for the
   mental arithmetic questions.

Written section

Written questions are presented in a series of on-screen questions. You may use an on screen calculator.
You are tested on your ability to interpret and use written data to:

• identify trends correctly
• make comparisons in order to draw conclusions
• interpret information accurately

You’ll be tested on your ability to solve written arithmetic problems which include:
• time
• money
• fractions, decimals and percentages
• proportion and ratio
• measurements (eg distance, area)
• conversions 
• averages (including mean, median and mode)
• range
• using simple formulae

(written arithmetic and written data)

• http://sta.education.gov.uk/professional-skills-tests/numeracy-skills-tests

• https://practice.skillstestbooking.com/phoenix/s/login/show.do?theme=sta&hostname=practice.skillstestbooking.com

(You will need this activation key for your initial registration: jhULiqgX.)

Useful Links for revision



Literacy

The literacy professional skills test is divided into 4 sections: 
• spelling
• punctuation
• grammar
• comprehension

You will not be tested on your knowledge of the English National Curriculum or on how to teach it. The 
test must be completed within 45 minutes, unless you have been granted specific arrangements. The total 
number of marks available ranges from 41 to 49, depending on the test. These are broken down as follows:

• spelling section – 10 marks
• punctuation section – 15 marks
• grammar – 10-12 marks
• comprehension section – between 10 and 12 marks

Test content

Spelling section
• You must complete the spelling section first. This is the only part of 
the test that may not be revisited once you have finished it.

• The spelling section is an audio test which you will 
listen to via headphones provided for you. If you are 
sitting the non-audio version of the test you will have 
to select the correct spelling from a list.

• The words tested are those that you could
   reasonably be expected to use in your professional
   role as a teacher. The words are not especially
   obscure or technical and are used frequently in
   professional writing.

• You will not be penalised if you adopt American
   English usage when asked to spell a word which
   has an -ise or -ize suffix. In all other cases you are
   required to use standard British English usage.



Punctuation section
• This section tests your ability to understand and apply punctuation rules.
   The correct and consistent use of punctuation is an essential aspect of a teacher’s literacy. 

• You will be asked to insert punctuation into a piece of writing. You are not required to remove or rewrite
   any sections of the passage. The passage may contain instances where punctuation is acceptable although
   not essential. Any non-essential punctuation that is added to the passage will not be scored.

Grammar section
• This section tests your ability to identify text that doesn’t conform to good grammatical practice. You will
   be expected to distinguish between text that makes sense and clearly conveys its intended meaning and
   text that does not. You will not be tested on your knowledge of grammatical terms, but on your knowledge
   of how to use grammar correctly.

• The grammar section requires you to construct a short, continuous prose passage. At 4 or more points in
   the text you will be asked to select the most appropriate choice for insertion to complete the passage.

Comprehension section
This section tests your ability to:

• identify main points in a text
• distinguish between facts and opinions
• retrieve facts and key points
• make inferences and deductions
• evaluate meaning and status

You will be asked to re-work, organise and structure information. The test uses texts such as documents 
published by local and national government bodies, schools and the educational press. Extracts from
websites and national newspapers are also used.

Special Arrangements to Support you

If you have a documented medical condition or disability that may affect your performance in the skills tests, 
you may be entitled to reasonable adjustments in accordance with the Equality Act 2010. All evidence submitted 
will be checked to ensure that you meet the requirements for the reasonable adjustment you request.

Please click on this link here to see the possible support available:
http://sta.education.gov.uk/professional-skills-tests/access-arrangements 



Useful Links for revision
• http://sta.education.gov.uk/professional-skillstests/numeracy-skills-tests

• http://sta.education.gov.uk/professional-skills-tests/literacy-skills-tests

• https://practice.skillstestbooking.com/phoenix/s/login/show.do?theme=sta&hostname=practice.skillstestbooking.com 

(You will need this activation key for your initial registration: jhULiqgX.)

East of England Teacher Training Centre
Hartsholme Academy
Carrington Drive
Lincoln
LN6 0DE

Email: enquiries@eoettc.com
Phone: 07379 404767

www.eoettc.com

Useful revision books
• Passing the Numeracy Skills Test – Mark Patmore
   https://www.amazon.co.uk/Passing-Numeracy-Skills-Fifth-Achieving/dp/0857258834

• Passing the Literacy Skills Test
   https://www.amazon.co.uk/Passing-Literacy-Skills-Test-Achieving/dp/1526440180/ref=sr_1_1?s=b
   ooks&ie=UTF8&qid=1518090594&sr=1-1&keywords=passing+the+literacy+skills+test&dpID=41B
   8qz-2AaL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch

• How to Pass the QTS Numeracy and Literacy Skills Tests
   https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pass-Numeracy-Literacy-Skills-Tests/dp/0749478292/ref=sr_1_2
   ?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518090741&sr=1-2&keywords=passing+the+skills+test&dpID=519A-
   IWsPgL&preST=_SY291_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch


